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Society: News and Notes

NEWS

AND

NOTES

Local Centennials
LEESBURG DATES its birth from 1857 when Evander Lee
settled there. The town was named in his honor in 1866. In
February and March of this year the community marked the event
by a month’s celebration culminating in a pageant which told
the story of the town’s origin and development.
During the week of May 6 - 11, citizens of Starke will celebrate the founding of their city in 1857.
Within the next four years, five Florida countries will reach
the century mark. New River (now Bradford), Clay and Suwannee countries were formed in 1858. Baker and Polk countries
were created in 1861.
Activities of Historical Societies
At the November meeting of the Hillsborough Historical
Commission, Tony Pizzo spoke on “Jose Marti and Ybor City”. In
December the Commission dedicated its first highway marker, one
of a series which will be erected in the county. The marker
bears the following inscription: “Here a supply train of the Florida Militia, enroute from Fort Brooke (Tampa) to an inland encampment, was surprised and massacred by Seminole Indians,
May 17, 1856.” The site on U. S. Highway 92 between Tampa
and Plant City was selected by the Commission’s Marker Committee composed of Theodore Lesley and Mrs. J. H. Letton.
The St. Augustine Historical Society has installed the first
of a new series of markers. Located at Orange Street and Fort
Marion Circle, the marker tells the story of the Spanish moat
site in the following words: “Spanish Moat Site. A 70-foot
wide tide-filled moat and a palisaded embankment once ran
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through this area. This defense work, called the Cubo Line,
extending west from the Fort to the San Sebastian River, was
built to protect the city after the English invasion of 1702.”
At the Society’s February meeting, Tom Shackford described
life in St. Augustine in the 1830’s and 1840’s by recounting
human interest stories gleaned from the files of newspapers of
that period.
In January the Pensacola Historical Society sponsored the
erection of a marker at Palafox and Garden Streets. The marker
reads: “Palafox Street. Named after Genenal Jose de Palafox y
Melzi, the Duke of Saragossa, (1780-1847). The name Palafox
was given to Indendente Juan Morales, to replace ‘George’named
by the British. Palafox was a famous Spanish General who defended Saragossa with 500 men against 7,500 of Napoleon’s
forces, in the Peninsular War (1808-1814).
An illustrated booklet of the 25 markers in the city and vicinity is available from the Municipal Advertising Board of Pensacola.
William C. Sturtevant of the Smithsonian Institution spoke
on “The Indians of South Florida” before the Historical Association of Southern Florida in January. The speaker described the
various early Indian tribes as well as tribal customs of the present day Seminole.
The Martin County Historical Society has completed arrangements to sponsor a reprinting of Dickinson’s Journal by the Yale
University Press.
“The Chattahoochee Country - Old Florida’s Inland Province”
was the subject of Mark E. Fretwell’s address before the Jacksonville Historical Society in February. Fretwell, who was the
first president of the Chattahoochee Valley Historical Society,
stressed the relationship between the area and St. Augustine as
revealed in recently discovered letters from Spanish authorities.
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Mrs. Marion Conner presented three readings, prepared by the
speaker, descriptive of life in the Chattahoochee country during
the early 18th Century.
Mrs. Ella Teague DeBerard presented the Society a copy
of her book, Steamboats in the Hyacinths, written from the notebooks of the late John Wilson Somerville of Jacksonville. (College
Publishing Company, Box 1012, Daytona Beach. $2.00.)
The Florida Anthropological Society
The annual meeting of the Society was held at Rollins College
in February. Among the speakers and their subjects were Charlton W. Tebeau, “Glades Cross Mission”.
The March 3 number of the All Florida Magazine contained
an article by Mary Herbert. In a biographical sketch of T. T.
Wentworth, Jr. of Pensacola, she told how he developed an interest in Florida lore. She discusses the growth of his interest
and items which he collected. The high point in his work is the
Wentworth Museum near Pensacola.
Joseph Redlinger
His many friends regret the passing of Joseph Redlinger of
Jacksonville. After his retirement in 1946, he became a prominent civic leader and stimulated interest in Florida history in
the parochial schools of the state. A number of times he brought
the prize winning authors of parochial school contests, which he
sponsored, for a day’s visit to the University of Florida and an
introduction to the P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History. Among
Joseph Redlinger’s publications were: The Reader’s Guide to the
Public Libraries, America’s First Pioneers, and the Catholic
Church According to the Syriac Rite. He was an active member
of the Florida Historical Society.
College News
Ione S. Wright of the University of Miami attended the December meeting of the Caribbean Conference at the University
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of Florida in Gainesville. Miss Wright is the only Conference
member who has attended each of the seven sessions of the group.
She represented the University of Miami at the American Historical Association in St. Louis during the Christmas holidays.
James W. Covington of the University of Tampa has completed The Story of Southwestern Florida covering the area from
Pasco county to Monroe county. Publication is planned for the
summer.
Weymouth T. Jordan of the Florida State University has
been appointed a Regional Associate of American Council of
learned Societies for the state of Florida. One of his duties is to
give quarterly reports to the president of the council on scholarly
and creative writings of Floridians. Charles W. Arnade will lecture in eleven Latin American Countries this summer under the
auspices of the United States Department of State. He will interpret United States history and government for our southern
neighbors.
TEQUESTA
The Historical Association of Southern Florida was founded
in 1940, and has become one of the largest and most active historical groups in the Southeast. Early in the next year the Association issued the first number of Tequesta, and this has been
published as an annual each year without intermission. Charlton
W. Tebeau, of the University of Miami, has been its editor continuously since 1946; which is assurance of the interest and the
value of its contents, and is a reason for its high rank among
historical periodicals.
Number XIV (1956) of Tequesta has appeared since the
last issue of our Quarterly. It contains four articles written especially for the journal, a report of the Association, and a list of
the officers and members. In recognition of the value of the publication, the Association has a large number of members throughout the whole of Florida, as well as all of those who are interested
in Florida history in that region.
“Miami: 1896-1900,” the leading article, is by one who
knows at first hand much of what she writes. Ruby Leach Carson came to Miami in 1916, and has been writing of that city
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and region at intervals ever since. Studying Florida history as a
graduate student at the University of Florida, she received a Masof Arts degree from that institution. Her interest in the State’s
history continued. She was one of the members of the first Editorial Board of Tequesta, and is a member of the Board of Directors of the Association.
Miami’s past is also the scene for another article. Frank B.
Sessa tells of ‘‘Miami‘s most exciting and colorful year” and the
following one, in his “Miami in 1926.” As the staid New York
Times said “. . . something is taking place in Florida to which the
history of developments, booms, inrushes, speculation, investment,
yields no parallel, a boom that makes a Klondike rush seem tame.”
Frank Sessa is the one to tell of all this - but all should not be
used, for it is impossible to tell all. The author’s graduate degrees
are in history and he has taught on the history staff of the University of Miami. Now he is director of Libraries for the City of
Miami, so he has most of the story at his elbow. You should
read that story - a story which has another angle also, for that
was the year of ‘‘the hurricane”.
But here is much else to the region, as we all know, and
“Mango Growing Around Early Miami” by Harold W. Dorn, will
be read by many. Mr. Dorn “. . . a resident of the area since
1910, knows well the people and activities of which he writes,
being a fruit grower and broker with an interest in history.”
“A Seminole Personal Document,” another article, is mainly
a translation of a wire recording, taken by William C. Sturtevant,
of a narration of Sam Huff “. . . . the most noticeable old man
on the Dania Reservation [1950], the only one there who always
wore the old-fashioned Seminole ‘big shirt’- a garment with constricted waist, long skirt, long sleeves, and buttoned down the
front, decorated with inset stripts of colored cloth and patchwork
designs.”
William Sturtevant has been studying the Seminoles for a
number of years, and his writings have appeared in Florida
Historical Quarterly, Florida Anthropologist, and previous issues
of Tequesta. He is now at work in the Bureau of American
Ethnology at the Smithsonian Institution.
A young Indian friend of his, Joe Jumper, was also a friend
of Sam Huff, and so the interview and recording came about.
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Sam knows little English. It was Joe who translated his narrative, which is descriptive of the Seminole of today and of what
Sam knows of the earlier days.
Halifax Historical Society Journal
The Halifax Historical Society of Daytona Beach, one of the
important regional societies of the state, publishes a group of historical papers at intervals. Number I of volume II of The Journal
of the Halifax Historical Society has recently appeared.
“The Dummett Family Saga” by Alice Strickland is the leading article. Colonel T. H. Dummett when forced to flee from
Barbados during an insurrection, later came to Florida, in 1825,
with sugar in mind. He purchased two large plantations on the
Tomoka River and with several hundred slaves grew cane and
erected a sugar mill.
The Seminole War was the ruin of all and the family fled to
St. Augustine. Later a son, Douglas Dummett, a noteworthy
soldier, planted the famous Dummitt orange grove on Merritt’s
Island. The family history during so much of early Florida is
narrated by the writer, and a list of sources which are available,
as well as three present-day photographs of the family sites, complete an interesting article.
“The Plantation Area-Maps” by Emily F. Wilson includes a
four-page manuscript map (not dated, original in Lib. Cong.) of
the area along the coast from St. Augustine southwards. This
covers Matanza Inlet, Halifax River, Mosquito Inlet, the Haulover, and a portion of Indian River lagoon. The locations of all
of the early plantations are noted, more than a score of them.
From the various land records Miss Wilson whose knowledge
of these records is equalled by no one else, has made notes (9
pages) of each of these grants and holdings, including a bit on
the principal owners of the land.
“New Smyrna - 1801” is an account of Ambrose Hull and
his plantation at New Smyrna during the first quarter of the last
century. This was destroyed in 1812 during the Patriot War.
(Anon.)
One of the largest plantations on the Halifax, the location
of which is noted on the map described above, was that of Samuel
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Williams, established in 1803, most of which is in the present
city of Daytona Beach. Ianthe Bond Hebel has brought together
here in ‘‘The Samuel Williams Family” what has come down to
us relating to the family and some of their descendants with the
surviving records of Orange Grove as the plantation was named.
This was one of the noted country-seats of East Florida. Williams
lived in Carolina, but remaining loyal to the British crown in the
Revolution, and he went to the Bahamas. In 1803 he with a
number of other families came to Florida and reecived this grant.
His property was destroyed in the Seminole War. The remains
of his sugar mill can still be seen in Daytona. His will is included
in Mrs. Hebel’s article.
Another article tells of the road opened by the British in their
effort to settle East Florida (1763-1783). Mrs. Hebel has written an account of this well-known King’s Road after research in
all available sources. As Volusia County Historian and Editor
of Centennial History of Volusia, she has long been researching
as well as interviewing all prospects for their knowledge of that
area. Published with the article is a view of an immense boulder
of coquina with a tablet marking the location of one stretch
of the ancient road.
Apalachee
The Tallahassee Historical Society publishes at intervals
groups of the papers read at their program meetings. Volume
Four of Apalachee, that publication, has recently appeared. This
contains seven papers of unusual interest and historical value by
members, for among the membership of the Society are several
of Florida’s ablest historians.
On the grounds of the Florida State Hospital in Chattahoochee is a group of brick and stone buildings more than one hundred years old which attracts the interest of every visitor. They
were built in the 1830 decade as the Apalachicola Arsenal of
the United States Army. Mark F. Boyd has made a full study
of the inception, the building, and the use of this group. This is
one of the contributions to Apalachee.
Dorothy Dodd, Librarian of Florida State Library, has long
been gathering historical data relating to early St. Marks, one of
the important towns of territorial Florida; and also of the rail-
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road, the first projected and the second completed in Florida,
which connected Tallahassee with tidewater. The main purpose of
the railroad was an outlet for the cotton grown in the Tallahassee
region. In “The Tallahassee Railroad and the Town of St.
Marks,” she gives their whole story.
Many visitors to Tallahassee note two monuments standing
in front of St. John’s Episcopal Church in the center of the city.
These are reminders of two events which cast shadows over Tallahassee, in 1837 when Hardy Croom with his family were lost
in the foundering of the steamer Home off Cape Hatteras; and
again the next year when six Tallahasseeans were drowned when
the boilers of the steamer Pulaski exploded and the vessel sank
off Charleston.
In a paper read at another meeting of the Society Dorothy
Dodd recounted these tragedies, together with what is known of
those to whose memory the monuments were erected.
An educated young New Englander, Charles Hutchinson,
came to Tallahassee in 1839, and during his residence there of
some years often wrote his family of the town and its prople.
The letters were edited and read before the Society by James T.
Campbell, and this contribution is also included in Apalachee.
The interest and historical value of such are evident.
One of the most versatile and intriguing figures of the early
Southeast is the colorful, and at times unprincipled, William
Augustus Bowles. His life in the British Army, as an Indian
chief, and in numerous other environments, is told of in another
paper read before the Society by Margaret Key.
Except for Olustee, the Battle of Natural Bridge was the most
noteworthy fight in Florida in the Civil War. The Confederate
forces there were under the command of General William Miller.
Recently an account of the battle written about 1900 by General Miller was brought to light. This was edited with full notes
by Mark F. Boyd and read before the Society, and included in this
issue of Apalachee. The author, whose contribution to The Florida Historical Quarterly on the battle (XXIX.3-37, 96-124) has
become the standard account, says: “Heretofore the only available official account of the Battle of Natural Bridge from the
Confederate side has been that of Major General Samuel Jones.”
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Another article, a paper read before the Society, relates to
the Court of Appeals and its organization in 1825. This is by
Guyte P. McCord, and is based on the Minutes of the Court
which are still preserved, and especially those of January 3, 1825,
the day it was organized. The author also tells of the first case
before the Court, as well as several other early cases.
Also in this issue is a list of all papers read before the Society
during the period 1950-1956. Copies of this issue can be secured
from the Secretary, Tallahassee. An invitation is extended to
any one interested to become a member of the Society. The Publication Committee of the Society is Mark F. Boyd, Chairman,
Guyte, P. McCord, and Louise Richardson.

Published by STARS, 1956

9

